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• Many people know it… but who knows what’s written on it?

• Landmark of deciphering of Egyptian (Champollion 1822, iconic object of 

the British Museum)

• Content: Decree with decisions of a priestly synode, similar documents 

known from Ptolemaic Egypt

• Trilingual: Hieroglyphic, Demotic, Greek

• rarely included in teaching

• Humboldt Universität Berlin: creation of a digital transliteration and 

translation (XML) with interlinear morphemic glossing (Leipzig Glossing 

Rules): the Rosetta Stone Online

The Rosetta Stone

Captmondo under a CC-BYy-SA 3.0 license
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Facts & Figures

• Date: 196 BC

• Ruler: time of king Ptolemy V (in his first year of reign, 13 years old)

• Findspot: Rosette (town in the Nile Delta, Lower Egypt)

• Material: granodiorite

• Measurements today: 114.4 × 72.3 × 27.93 cm

(45 × 28.5 × 11 in), maybe ca.150cm/59 high in total

• Other names: Rosettana, The Memphis Decree

• BM EA 24, OGIS 1, 90, TM 8809

Students from Leipzig with plates (original size) from the

edition of Lepsius of the Kanopos decree); photo: Naether
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• found: August 1799 by the French general Boussard

• erected in the fort

• kept 2 years in the private house of the governor in 

Alexandria

• 1799-1801/2: Egyptian campaign of Napoleon

• first facsimile in ink

• 1801: fell into the possession of the major general Turner 

(UK)

• since 1802 in the British Museum
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Copy in London, 

Copy in Rosetta

Kacperg333 under a CC-BYy-SA 3.0 license
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Reproduction in Champollion‘s hometown Figeac (near Grenoble)

Bautsch, public domain
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International Congress of Orientalists, 1874

Illustrated London News, public domain
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Deciphering the hieroglyphs

J. D. Akerblad (DK), like Th. Young (UK) mainly

working on the Demotic version Jean-François Champollion (1822); Lettre à M. Dacier
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Champollion (1790-1832)
Joconde database: entry 000PE000522, public domain
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Greek Epigraphy was much quicker!

First 

reconstruction of

the Greek version

by R. Porson

(1803)

Published in Archaeologia 16 (1812)
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• Why not making the Rosetta Stone a “poster boy” to show 

what DH can do by including all languages?

• Collaboration with HU Berlin, exchange of data

• Next step: collaboration with the British Museum, high-res 

photos

• Goals:

• annotating the picture

• aligning the three versions of the text

• annotating morphology and syntax

• within the framework of LOFTS (Leipzig Open Fragmentary 

Texts Series, http://www.dh.uni-leipzig.de/wo/lofts/)

The Digital Rosetta Stone

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/

collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=117631&partId=1
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Digital Rosetta Stone:

textual alignment
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❏ manual word alignment using Perseids
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❏ register on sosol.perseids.org/sosol/
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Rosetta stone, hieroglyphic part, line 7-8

❏ shrine + statue in every temple → royal cult

❏ testifies the establishment of the cult of Ptolemy V
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❏ Alpheios alignment editor - basic functionalities
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❏ Alpheios alignment editor - aligning one word with one word

URL: http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:bsz:15-qucosa-201522



❏ Alpheios alignment editor - aligning one word to two words
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❏ Alpheios alignment editor - aligning multiple words with multiple words
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❏ Alpheios alignment editor - examples showing cross-linking
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❏ Issues:

❏ add additional features for textual annotation → e.g. comments on 

grammar

❏ feature allowing to change the translation after entering the alignment 

editor

❏ arrangement of interlinear text + labelling of symbols such as lacunae, 

brackets, characters etc.

❏ Unicode + implementation of hieroglyphs
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❏ Alpheios alignment editor - interlinear text
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Digital Rosetta Stone:

linguistic annotation
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• 29 sentences

• 1681 tokens

• 1514 words

• 52.28 words per sentence (average)

Basic statistics for the Ancient 

Greek text
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Three levels of linguistic annotation

• morphology

• syntax

• semantics

Linguistic annotation for the 

Ancient Greek text
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Annotation example for the 1st sentence of the Greek text of the Rosetta Stone

http://www.perseids.org/tools/arethusa/app/#/perseids?chunk=1&doc=26671
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Thank you!
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